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*Includes pictures*Includes a bibliography for further reading*Includes a table of contents“In
human life, you will find players of religion until the knowledge and proficiency in religion will be
cleansed from all superstitions, and will be purified and perfected by the enlightenment of real
science.” – Mustafa Kemal AtatürkThe long agony of the “sick man of Europe,” an expression
used by the Tsar of Russia to depict the falling Ottoman Empire, could almost blind people to
its incredible power and history. Preserving its mixed heritage, coming from both its geographic
position rising above the ashes of the Byzantine Empire and the tradition inherited from the
Muslim Conquests, the Ottoman Empire lasted more than six centuries. Its soldiers fought,
died, and conquered lands on three different continents, making it one of the few stable multi-
ethnic empires in history, and likely one of the last. Thus, it’s somewhat inevitable that the
history of its decline is at the heart of complex geopolitical disputes, as well as sectarian
tensions that are still key to understanding the Middle East, North Africa and the
Balkans.Despite it all, the Ottoman Empire would survive for over 200 more years, and in the
last century of its life it strove to reform its military, administration and economy until it was
finally dissolved. Years before the final collapse of the Empire, the Tanzimat (“Reorganization”),
a period of swiping reforms, led to significant changes in the country’s military apparatus,
among others, which certainly explains the initial success the Ottoman Empire was able to
achieve against its rivals. Similarly, the drafting of a new Constitution (Kanûn-u Esâsî, basic
law) in 1876, despite it being shot down by Sultan Abdul Hamid II just two years later, as well
as its revival by the “Young Turks” movement in 1908, highlights the understanding among
Ottoman elites that change was needed, and their belief that such change was possible.The
fall of the Ottoman Empire set the political and geostrategic scene of the new Middle East. In
1920, two years after the end of the war, the region was already experiencing growing
instability. The issues and trends that would plague the region until today were growing. On
April 4, Arab riots broke out in Jerusalem, fueled by the growing hostility against the Zionist
movement. The British passivity would convince one of the Jewish leaders, Vladimir Jabotinsky
(the future founder of the Israeli right-wing), of the strategic necessity of a strong Jewish
military as the core of the future state.Just two weeks later in Turkey, the Grand National
Assembly in Ankara set the foundation of the Turkish state, opening the way for several years
of reforms. In Iraq, a Shiite revolt broke out in the south, as locals demanded the creation of an
Islamic state. The British compromise was to place Faisal, the son of Sharif Hussein and a
Sunni, on the throne. His father, meanwhile, was embroiled in a conflict with a local tribe, the
Ibn Saud, that sought to carve a new kingdom in the Arabian Peninsula.More broadly, the long
decline of the “sick man of Europe” fostered the emergence of nationalistic and ideological
movements that are still key to any understanding of the Middle East today. The compatibility
between the Islamic religion and culture and Western reforms were first discussed within the
Ottoman Empire, and they are still up for debate today. Abdul Hamid’s pan-Islamism, while its
results at the time remain limited, still resonates within the Muslim world and can still be seen
as a viable rival to the region’s various nationalistic aspirations.Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the
Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s Collapse and the Establishment of a
New State examines how the empire collapsed and was replaced by modern Turkey. Along
with pictures of important people and events, you will learn about Atatürk and the founding of
Turkey like never before.



Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s
Collapse and the Establishment of a New StateBy Charles River EditorsTurkey’s flag About
Charles River Editors Charles River Editors is a boutique digital publishing company,
specializing in bringing history back to life with educational and engaging books on a wide
range of topics. Keep up to date with our new and free offerings with , and visit to see other
recently published Kindle titles.We make these books for you and always want to know our
readers’ opinions, so we encourage you to leave reviews and look forward to publishing new
and exciting titles each week.IntroductionAtatürk visiting Istanbul University“In human life, you
will find players of religion until the knowledge and proficiency in religion will be cleansed from
all superstitions, and will be purified and perfected by the enlightenment of real science.” –
Mustafa Kemal AtatürkThe long agony of the “sick man of Europe,”[1] an expression used by
the Tsar of Russia to depict the falling Ottoman Empire, could almost blind people to its
incredible power and history. Preserving its mixed heritage, coming from both its geographic
position rising above the ashes of the Byzantine Empire and the tradition inherited from the
Muslim Conquests, the Ottoman Empire lasted more than six centuries. Its soldiers fought,
died, and conquered lands on three different continents, making it one of the few stable multi-
ethnic empires in history, and likely one of the last. Thus, it’s somewhat inevitable that the
history of its decline is at the heart of complex geopolitical disputes, as well as sectarian
tensions that are still key to understanding the Middle East, North Africa and the
Balkans.When studying the fall of the Ottoman Empire, historians have argued over the
breaking point that saw a leading global power slowly become a decadent empire. The failed
Battle of Vienna in 1683 is certainly an important turning point for the expanding empire, as the
defeat of Grand Vizier Kara Mustafa Pasha at the hands of a coalition led by the Austrian
Habsburg dynasty, Holy Roman Empire and Polish-Lithuanian commonwealth marked the end
of Ottoman expansionism. It was also the beginning of a slow decline during which the
Ottoman Empire suffered multiple military defeats, found itself mired by corruption, and had to
deal with the increasingly mutinous Janissaries (the Empire’s initial foot soldiers).Despite it all,
the Ottoman Empire would survive for over 200 more years, and in the last century of its life it
strove to reform its military, administration and economy until it was finally dissolved. Years
before the final collapse of the Empire, the Tanzimat (“Reorganization”), a period of swiping
reforms, led to significant changes in the country’s military apparatus, among others, which
certainly explains the initial success the Ottoman Empire was able to achieve against its rivals.
Similarly, the drafting of a new Constitution (Kanûn-u Esâsî, basic law) in 1876, despite it being
shot down by Sultan Abdul Hamid II just two years later, as well as its revival by the “Young
Turks” movement in 1908, highlights the understanding among Ottoman elites that change was
needed, and their belief that such change was possible.Looking at the events of the empire’s
last two centuries, and interpreting the fall of the Ottoman Empire as a slow but long decline is
what could be called the “accepted narrative.” At the start of World War I, the Ottoman Empire
was often described as a dwindling power, mired by administrative corruption, using inferior
technology, and plagued by poor leadership. The general idea is that the Ottoman Empire was
“lagging behind,” likely coming from the clear stagnation of the Empire between 1683 and
1826. Yet it can be argued that this portrayal is often misleading and fails to give a fuller picture
of the state of the Ottoman Empire. The fact that the other existing multicultural Empire, namely
the Austro-Hungarian Empire, also did not survive World War I should put into question this
“accepted narrative.” Looking at the reforms, technological advances and modernization efforts



made by the Ottoman elite between 1826 and the beginning of World War I, one could really
wonder why such a thirst for change failed to save the Ottomans when similar measures taken
by other nations, such as Japan during the Meiji era, did in fact result in the rise of a global
power in the 20th century.During the period that preceded its collapse, the Ottoman Empire
was at the heart of a growing rivalry between two of the competing global powers of the time,
England and France. The two powers asserted their influence over a declining empire, the
history of which is anchored in Europe as much as in Asia. However, while the two powers
were instrumental in the final defeat and collapse of the Ottoman Empire, their stance toward
what came to be known as the “Eastern Question” – the fate of the Ottoman Empire – is not
one of clear enmity. Both England and France found, at times, reasons to extend the life of the
sick man of Europe until it finally sided with their shared enemies. Russia’s stance toward the
Ottoman Empire is much more clear-cut; the rising Asian and European powers saw the
Ottomans as a rival, which they strove to contain, divide and finally destroy for more than 300
years in a series of wars against their old adversary.Last but not least, the rise of nationalism
among peoples under Ottoman domination was a key factor in the dissolution of the empire. At
the end of the 19th century, shortly before its final collapse, the territory of the Ottoman Empire
dwindled due to the growing call for independence coming from different ethnicities it ruled for
hundreds of years. The Empire’s inclusiveness, which marked it as a direct successor of the
Byzantine Empire, was most certainly challenged by an aging leadership. The Ottoman
Empire’s inability to create a shared identity, a weak central state, and growing inner
dissensions were some of the main factors explaining its long demise. Such a failure also
explains the need for the creation of a new form of identity, which was ultimately provided by
Mustafa Kemal, the founding father of modern Turkey.The fall of the Ottoman Empire set the
political and geostrategic scene of the new Middle East. In 1920, two years after the end of the
war, the region was already experiencing growing instability. The issues and trends that would
plague the region until today were growing. On April 4, Arab riots broke out in Jerusalem,
fueled by the growing hostility against the Zionist movement. The British passivity would
convince one of the Jewish leaders, Vladimir Jabotinsky (the future founder of the Israeli right-
wing), of the strategic necessity of a strong Jewish military as the core of the future state.Just
two weeks later in Turkey, the Grand National Assembly in Ankara set the foundation of the
Turkish state, opening the way for several years of reforms. In Iraq, a Shiite revolt broke out in
the south, as locals demanded the creation of an Islamic state. The British compromise was to
place Faisal, the son of Sharif Hussein and a Sunni, on the throne. His father, meanwhile, was
embroiled in a conflict with a local tribe, the Ibn Saud, that sought to carve a new kingdom in
the Arabian Peninsula.As this makes clear, the collapse of the Ottoman Empire entirely altered
the imperial complexion of the world, leaving a vacuum in the midst of which the surviving
imperial powers were obligated to secure and protect their strategic interests. As has so often
been the case throughout history, the Mediterranean was perhaps the most strategically
important region in the world. The British were established in Egypt for the sole purpose of
ensuring British sovereignty over the Suez Canal, which, bearing in mind that India and
Australia collectively made up more than a third of the overseas empire (and much more in
terms of population), was vital for maintaining communication channels between Britain and
the Indian Ocean Trade Zone. The rise of Arab nationalism in the region was not, therefore,
something to be taken lightly. British control of Iraq would take similar interests into account.
The overland, river, and rail routes from Aleppo to Basra and the Persian Gulf were also
important to Britain, as were the oil reserves known to be present in the region.More broadly,
the long decline of the “sick man of Europe” fostered the emergence of nationalistic and



ideological movements that are still key to any understanding of the Middle East today. The
compatibility between the Islamic religion and culture and Western reforms were first discussed
within the Ottoman Empire, and they are still up for debate today. Abdul Hamid’s pan-Islamism,
while its results at the time remain limited, still resonates within the Muslim world and can still
be seen as a viable rival to the region’s various nationalistic aspirations.Mustafa Kemal Atatürk
and the Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s Collapse and the
Establishment of a New State examines how the empire collapsed and was replaced by
modern Turkey. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn
about Atatürk and the founding of Turkey like never before.Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the
Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s Collapse and the Establishment of a
New StateAbout Charles River EditorsIntroductionMustafa Kemal’s Early YearsThe Young
TurksWar in AfricaThe Start of World War IGallipoliThe Turkish War of IndependenceThe Six
ArrowsOnline ResourcesBibliographyFree Books by Charles River EditorsDiscounted Books by
Charles River EditorsMustafa Kemal’s Early YearsThe old Ottoman province of Macedonia,
which comprised a huge region of what would today be northern Greece, as well as a corner of
southern Albania, the state of Northern Macedonia, southern Serbia and all of western
Bulgaria, was perhaps the cultural crossroads of the Ottoman Empire. It lay at the center of
Turkey in Europe, a province which the Turks called Rumeli, and which, to the Byzantine
Greeks, had been “the land of the Romans.” A Macedonian could be either Muslim, Christian,
or Jew, and Turk, Greek, Slav, Vlach or Albanian.[2]It was into this vigorous and polyglot
society that Atatürk, known at birth as Ali Riza o�öÇP Mustafa, was born. The place was the Koca
Kas��Ð Pasha neighborhood of Salonika, today better known as the Greek port city of
Thessaloniki, and the date was May 19, 1881.[3] This was a time of turbulence and
disintegration in Rumeli as the nascent pressures of nationalism in the more progressive
regions of the Ottoman Empire were beginning to be felt. Christians were turning against
Muslims, Greeks against Slavs, and Slavs against Turks. Each sought, as the constraints of
empire began to loosen, to gain advantage for the respective benefits of Greece, Bulgaria, and
Serbia. As the blood of this emerging separatist movement began to spread, the European
empires began circling around the seemingly disintegrating Ottoman Empire, marking out
spheres of influence, fanning the embers of separatism, and preparing to make their move
when the time was ripe. Thus, as Mustafa took his first breath, the Ottoman Empire, at one
time the dominant power in the region, was slipping into decline and drifting towards its
inevitable collapse.Mustafa Kemal, his sister, and his motherMustafa was born an Ottoman
Muslim, firmly in the ranks of the lower middle class, and for all intents and purposes of Turkish
stock. In all likelihood, as was true for a majority of Macedonians, he was hybridized to a
greater or lesser extent, perhaps possessing a preponderance of Slavic or Albanian blood, but
certainly of unusually pale complexion, with high cheekbones and steel-blue eyes. His mother
was Zübeyde Han��Ð and his father Ali R��¦� Efendi. Of five siblings, the only one other than
Mustafa to reach maturity was his younger sister Makbule. According to Encyclopedia Judaica,
it was asserted by many Jews of Salonika that Mustafa was of Dönmeh origin, which caused
considerable discomfort in later years and which has always been strenuously denied by the
Turkish government.[4]The essential biographical facts related to his parents are that his
mother was born locally within the modern metropolitan area of Thessaloniki, the daughter of a
Turkish peasant. His father, who was thought to be partly of Slavic or Albanian stock, although
his community was predominantly Turkish, seems to have identified as a Turk. He was
employed on the date of Mustafa’s birth as a title deed clerk in the offices of the local
administration. He was considerably older than his wife, and he nurtured ambitions to achieve



more for his family than was possible in a minor civil service position.The family lived on the
wooded slopes of Mount Olympus, where the local timber industry thrived, so after gathering
his life savings, Ali Riza resigned his government post and entered into private business.
However, the fortunes made in timber were by then mostly legacy, for by the 1880s the general
mood of lawlessness in the countryside had turned to brigandry, and the local economy was
corrupt. Ali Riza, as a consequence, was quickly bankrupted by the pressures of extortion and
his manifest lack of connections and business experience.Mustafa’s mother, in the meanwhile,
was a pious woman loyal to the Muslim traditions of her forbears, and she nurtured the hope
that her son would become a hafiz (a reciter of the Qur’an) or perhaps an Islamic scholar. His
father, however, more liberal and contemporary in outlook, insisted that he attend a secular
school with a modern curriculum.His mother appears to have won the argument, for as soon as
he was old enough, Mustafa was enrolled in religious school. Here he revealed an independent
and rebellious spirit, which obviously would bode ill for the discipline of religious scholarship,
and after an ignoble expulsion, his mother seemed to capitulate. He was soon enrolled in a
secular school.As this was going on, his father went on to lose what remained of his capital in
the salt trade, and after unsuccessfully applying for readmission into the civil service, he took
to drink. Three years of emotional decline later, he died in 1888. Mustafa was just seven years
old.His mother, left impoverished, fell upon the charity of her family, moving her two surviving
children to the rural countryside north of Salonika. There, life was bucolic and healthy, and the
children grew into adolescence both physically and intellectually robust. Farm life, of course,
nurtured Mustafa’s physical attributes very well but did little to satisfy his thirst for knowledge
and education. Locally the choice was between simple Christian or Muslim instruction with little
in between, neither of which appealed to the young man.After a short battle of wills with his
mother, the money was somehow scraped together to send him back to Salonika to be
enrolled in the civil school of Kaymak Hafiz. This phase also did not last long, but back in an
urban environment, Mustafa felt more at home, and rather vain of his appearance and
interested in sartorial detail, it did not take him long to notice the young men in uniform who
attended the local military secondary school.This was the commencement of his military
career. It took a certain amount of subterfuge, as he felt compelled to write the entrance
examination in secret because his mother once again exerted a strong influence against his
entry into the Military Secondary School. However, perhaps bending to the inevitable, she was
eventually persuaded. Part of the Atatürk myth is that she was visited by a dream that foretold
his greatness as a military leader, which caused him to yield to the inevitability of fate, and she
relented.Either way, at the age of 12, Ali R��¦� o�öÇP Mustafa was fitted for the uniform of a cadet
and entered the elite world of the Turkish military establishment. It was here that he was given
the name “Kemal,” meaning perfection and excellence, apparently by his mathematics teacher,
Captain Üsküplü Mustafa Efendi.

Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and the Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s
Collapse and the Establishment of a New State examines how the empire collapsed and was
replaced by modern Turkey. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you
will learn about Atatürk and the founding of Turkey like never before.Mustafa Kemal Atatürk and
the Republic of Turkey: The History of the Ottoman Empire’s Collapse and the Establishment of
a New StateAbout Charles River EditorsIntroductionMustafa Kemal’s Early YearsThe Young
TurksWar in AfricaThe Start of World War IGallipoliThe Turkish War of IndependenceThe Six
ArrowsOnline ResourcesBibliographyFree Books by Charles River EditorsDiscounted Books by
Charles River EditorsMustafa Kemal’s Early YearsThe old Ottoman province of Macedonia,



which comprised a huge region of what would today be northern Greece, as well as a corner of
southern Albania, the state of Northern Macedonia, southern Serbia and all of western
Bulgaria, was perhaps the cultural crossroads of the Ottoman Empire. It lay at the center of
Turkey in Europe, a province which the Turks called Rumeli, and which, to the Byzantine
Greeks, had been “the land of the Romans.” A Macedonian could be either Muslim, Christian,
or Jew, and Turk, Greek, Slav, Vlach or Albanian.[2]It was into this vigorous and polyglot
society that Atatürk, known at birth as Ali Riza o�öÇP Mustafa, was born. The place was the Koca
Kas��Ð Pasha neighborhood of Salonika, today better known as the Greek port city of
Thessaloniki, and the date was May 19, 1881.[3] This was a time of turbulence and
disintegration in Rumeli as the nascent pressures of nationalism in the more progressive
regions of the Ottoman Empire were beginning to be felt. Christians were turning against
Muslims, Greeks against Slavs, and Slavs against Turks. Each sought, as the constraints of
empire began to loosen, to gain advantage for the respective benefits of Greece, Bulgaria, and
Serbia. As the blood of this emerging separatist movement began to spread, the European
empires began circling around the seemingly disintegrating Ottoman Empire, marking out
spheres of influence, fanning the embers of separatism, and preparing to make their move
when the time was ripe. Thus, as Mustafa took his first breath, the Ottoman Empire, at one
time the dominant power in the region, was slipping into decline and drifting towards its
inevitable collapse.Mustafa Kemal, his sister, and his motherMustafa was born an Ottoman
Muslim, firmly in the ranks of the lower middle class, and for all intents and purposes of Turkish
stock. In all likelihood, as was true for a majority of Macedonians, he was hybridized to a
greater or lesser extent, perhaps possessing a preponderance of Slavic or Albanian blood, but
certainly of unusually pale complexion, with high cheekbones and steel-blue eyes. His mother
was Zübeyde Han��Ð and his father Ali R��¦� Efendi. Of five siblings, the only one other than
Mustafa to reach maturity was his younger sister Makbule. According to Encyclopedia Judaica,
it was asserted by many Jews of Salonika that Mustafa was of Dönmeh origin, which caused
considerable discomfort in later years and which has always been strenuously denied by the
Turkish government.[4]The essential biographical facts related to his parents are that his
mother was born locally within the modern metropolitan area of Thessaloniki, the daughter of a
Turkish peasant. His father, who was thought to be partly of Slavic or Albanian stock, although
his community was predominantly Turkish, seems to have identified as a Turk. He was
employed on the date of Mustafa’s birth as a title deed clerk in the offices of the local
administration. He was considerably older than his wife, and he nurtured ambitions to achieve
more for his family than was possible in a minor civil service position.The family lived on the
wooded slopes of Mount Olympus, where the local timber industry thrived, so after gathering
his life savings, Ali Riza resigned his government post and entered into private business.
However, the fortunes made in timber were by then mostly legacy, for by the 1880s the general
mood of lawlessness in the countryside had turned to brigandry, and the local economy was
corrupt. Ali Riza, as a consequence, was quickly bankrupted by the pressures of extortion and
his manifest lack of connections and business experience.Mustafa’s mother, in the meanwhile,
was a pious woman loyal to the Muslim traditions of her forbears, and she nurtured the hope
that her son would become a hafiz (a reciter of the Qur’an) or perhaps an Islamic scholar. His
father, however, more liberal and contemporary in outlook, insisted that he attend a secular
school with a modern curriculum.His mother appears to have won the argument, for as soon as
he was old enough, Mustafa was enrolled in religious school. Here he revealed an independent
and rebellious spirit, which obviously would bode ill for the discipline of religious scholarship,
and after an ignoble expulsion, his mother seemed to capitulate. He was soon enrolled in a



secular school.As this was going on, his father went on to lose what remained of his capital in
the salt trade, and after unsuccessfully applying for readmission into the civil service, he took
to drink. Three years of emotional decline later, he died in 1888. Mustafa was just seven years
old.His mother, left impoverished, fell upon the charity of her family, moving her two surviving
children to the rural countryside north of Salonika. There, life was bucolic and healthy, and the
children grew into adolescence both physically and intellectually robust. Farm life, of course,
nurtured Mustafa’s physical attributes very well but did little to satisfy his thirst for knowledge
and education. Locally the choice was between simple Christian or Muslim instruction with little
in between, neither of which appealed to the young man.After a short battle of wills with his
mother, the money was somehow scraped together to send him back to Salonika to be
enrolled in the civil school of Kaymak Hafiz. This phase also did not last long, but back in an
urban environment, Mustafa felt more at home, and rather vain of his appearance and
interested in sartorial detail, it did not take him long to notice the young men in uniform who
attended the local military secondary school.This was the commencement of his military
career. It took a certain amount of subterfuge, as he felt compelled to write the entrance
examination in secret because his mother once again exerted a strong influence against his
entry into the Military Secondary School. However, perhaps bending to the inevitable, she was
eventually persuaded. Part of the Atatürk myth is that she was visited by a dream that foretold
his greatness as a military leader, which caused him to yield to the inevitability of fate, and she
relented.Either way, at the age of 12, Ali R��¦� o�öÇP Mustafa was fitted for the uniform of a cadet
and entered the elite world of the Turkish military establishment. It was here that he was given
the name “Kemal,” meaning perfection and excellence, apparently by his mathematics teacher,
Captain Üsküplü Mustafa Efendi.
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Greeks, had been “the land of the Romans.” A Macedonian could be either Muslim, Christian,
or Jew, and Turk, Greek, Slav, Vlach or Albanian.[2]It was into this vigorous and polyglot
society that Atatürk, known at birth as Ali Riza o�öÇP Mustafa, was born. The place was the Koca
Kas��Ð Pasha neighborhood of Salonika, today better known as the Greek port city of
Thessaloniki, and the date was May 19, 1881.[3] This was a time of turbulence and
disintegration in Rumeli as the nascent pressures of nationalism in the more progressive
regions of the Ottoman Empire were beginning to be felt. Christians were turning against
Muslims, Greeks against Slavs, and Slavs against Turks. Each sought, as the constraints of
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empires began circling around the seemingly disintegrating Ottoman Empire, marking out
spheres of influence, fanning the embers of separatism, and preparing to make their move
when the time was ripe. Thus, as Mustafa took his first breath, the Ottoman Empire, at one
time the dominant power in the region, was slipping into decline and drifting towards its
inevitable collapse.Mustafa Kemal, his sister, and his motherMustafa was born an Ottoman
Muslim, firmly in the ranks of the lower middle class, and for all intents and purposes of Turkish
stock. In all likelihood, as was true for a majority of Macedonians, he was hybridized to a
greater or lesser extent, perhaps possessing a preponderance of Slavic or Albanian blood, but
certainly of unusually pale complexion, with high cheekbones and steel-blue eyes. His mother
was Zübeyde Han��Ð and his father Ali R��¦� Efendi. Of five siblings, the only one other than
Mustafa to reach maturity was his younger sister Makbule. According to Encyclopedia Judaica,
it was asserted by many Jews of Salonika that Mustafa was of Dönmeh origin, which caused
considerable discomfort in later years and which has always been strenuously denied by the
Turkish government.[4]The essential biographical facts related to his parents are that his
mother was born locally within the modern metropolitan area of Thessaloniki, the daughter of a
Turkish peasant. His father, who was thought to be partly of Slavic or Albanian stock, although
his community was predominantly Turkish, seems to have identified as a Turk. He was
employed on the date of Mustafa’s birth as a title deed clerk in the offices of the local
administration. He was considerably older than his wife, and he nurtured ambitions to achieve
more for his family than was possible in a minor civil service position.The family lived on the
wooded slopes of Mount Olympus, where the local timber industry thrived, so after gathering
his life savings, Ali Riza resigned his government post and entered into private business.
However, the fortunes made in timber were by then mostly legacy, for by the 1880s the general
mood of lawlessness in the countryside had turned to brigandry, and the local economy was
corrupt. Ali Riza, as a consequence, was quickly bankrupted by the pressures of extortion and
his manifest lack of connections and business experience.Mustafa’s mother, in the meanwhile,
was a pious woman loyal to the Muslim traditions of her forbears, and she nurtured the hope
that her son would become a hafiz (a reciter of the Qur’an) or perhaps an Islamic scholar. His
father, however, more liberal and contemporary in outlook, insisted that he attend a secular
school with a modern curriculum.His mother appears to have won the argument, for as soon as
he was old enough, Mustafa was enrolled in religious school. Here he revealed an independent
and rebellious spirit, which obviously would bode ill for the discipline of religious scholarship,
and after an ignoble expulsion, his mother seemed to capitulate. He was soon enrolled in a
secular school.As this was going on, his father went on to lose what remained of his capital in
the salt trade, and after unsuccessfully applying for readmission into the civil service, he took
to drink. Three years of emotional decline later, he died in 1888. Mustafa was just seven years
old.His mother, left impoverished, fell upon the charity of her family, moving her two surviving
children to the rural countryside north of Salonika. There, life was bucolic and healthy, and the
children grew into adolescence both physically and intellectually robust. Farm life, of course,
nurtured Mustafa’s physical attributes very well but did little to satisfy his thirst for knowledge
and education. Locally the choice was between simple Christian or Muslim instruction with little
in between, neither of which appealed to the young man.After a short battle of wills with his
mother, the money was somehow scraped together to send him back to Salonika to be
enrolled in the civil school of Kaymak Hafiz. This phase also did not last long, but back in an
urban environment, Mustafa felt more at home, and rather vain of his appearance and
interested in sartorial detail, it did not take him long to notice the young men in uniform who
attended the local military secondary school.This was the commencement of his military



career. It took a certain amount of subterfuge, as he felt compelled to write the entrance
examination in secret because his mother once again exerted a strong influence against his
entry into the Military Secondary School. However, perhaps bending to the inevitable, she was
eventually persuaded. Part of the Atatürk myth is that she was visited by a dream that foretold
his greatness as a military leader, which caused him to yield to the inevitability of fate, and she
relented.Either way, at the age of 12, Ali R��¦� o�öÇP Mustafa was fitted for the uniform of a cadet
and entered the elite world of the Turkish military establishment. It was here that he was given
the name “Kemal,” meaning perfection and excellence, apparently by his mathematics teacher,
Captain Üsküplü Mustafa Efendi.Atatürk has obviously been the subject of numerous
biographies, and most make note of the fact that Turkey’s military schools and academies
benefited from the direct sponsorship of the Sultan. The imperial doctrine of the Sultanate was
obviously promoted, but the patronage of the Caliphate tended to encourage a meritocratic
elite within which students of a wide diversity of ethnic origins competed on an equal playing
field, and they rose and fell largely according to their achievements. The imperial military
academies were also excellent institutes of learning for the age, offering a grounding not only
in the strategy and ethics of military life but in history, the sciences, mathematics, economics
and philosophy.Mustafa thrived in this environment, transitioning from the Military Secondary
School in Salonika to the Military Training School Monastir, located close to the town of Bitola
in the south of modern Northern Macedonia. It was also there that he encountered political
discord for the first time, for on the outer perimeter of Ottoman rule, straddling the frontier of
Greece and Macedonia and close to the fault lines of Albania, Serbia and Bulgaria, central
Turkish authority was tangibly beginning to disintegrate. Gangs of guerrillas were operating in
the countryside, and in an atmosphere of nationalism, passionate rivalries emerged among
cadets of different nationalities and ethnic origins. Sides were taken, gangs formed, and bloody
fistfights were common. Mustafa led the Salonika faction, but even then he was more naturally
drawn to organizational leadership than fist-swinging and frontline combat. What he was aware
of, which perhaps few others were, was that this was a microcosm of what was beginning to
take place across the wider scope of the empire, presaging the great changes that seemed to
coincide with uncanny symmetry with the opening span of his own life and experience.In 1897,
the Greeks launched a war of independence in Crete, and as ethnic Greeks were rounded up
in Rumeli, Monastir was mobilized. Students were formed up and marched through the nearby
town to the sound of drums and horns and the waving of the Ottoman flag. On March 13, 1899,
Mustafa passed his final examinations at Monastir with excellent grades, and he graduated to
the Ottoman Imperial War College in Constantinople.This was a period of detailed technical
education and military training, reinforced by a widening political awareness. It was also a time
of intimate friendships and perhaps sexual exploration. His relationships with women were
fractious and unorthodox, and he married only once, which lasted from 1923-1925, a union
that can hardly be described as happy. Scholars have commented on his possible
homosexuality from across an unbridgeable social divide. There are those that regard the
suggestion as perfectly intuitive, and one which would explain much of the personal detail of
his life, but others consider the insinuation an utter outrage. What is not in doubt is that his
friendships with men, particularly those of his youth, were close, often to the point of intimacy,
and certainly to the exclusion of any substantial association with women.This period of
Mustafa’s life was certainly one of political awakening in an age when much of the world was
beginning to shake off imperialism and enter into an era of enlightenment and political
emancipation. The Ottoman Empire was headed down an uncertain path, leading from
centuries of orthodoxy as a medieval theocracy towards the needs of a modern constitutional



state. Under successive Sultans, the process continued only in fits and starts and with deep
and visceral reluctance. While the vast majority of the Sultan’s subjects were illiterate, they
were devoutly Muslim, and as the head of the Caliphate and the spiritual leader of the empire,
the Sultan’s authority amounted to more than the sum of its parts.The rule of Sultan Abdul
Hamid marked the end of the Tanzimat era. The Sultan saw the Tanzimat as a product of
Europe’s influence and strived to reverse it. Abdul Hamid used his position as the Caliph to try
and federate the Muslim populations under the Ottoman rule. It should, however, be noted that
the idea that the Ottoman Sultan is the Caliph of all Muslims was not obvious to every Muslim,
given that he was neither an Arab, nor was a member of Muhammad’s tribe.Regardless, the
rule of Abdul Hamid was marked by growing centralization as well as a focus on the empire’s
Islamic and even Arab identity. This was not to say that Abdul Hamid’s rule was one of total
reversal of the progresses made during the Tanzimat. Under his rule, the Ottoman Empire
continued to expand and modernize its administration and army. Major railways were built,
including the Hejaz line from Damascus to Medina, the Baghdad railway and the Anatolia
Railway. He also largely expanded the network of primary and secondary schools and created
professional ones.His influence was, however, largely limited by the scope of the crisis the
Ottomans were experiencing. The Ottomans’ default on the sovereign debt in 1875 just before
the beginning of his reign forced him to accept the creation of the Ottoman Public Debt
Administration (OPDA) in 1881, a European-controlled entity that employed between
5,000-9,000 employees in charge of collecting payments from various sources, meant to
reimburse the debt. This included revenues from the salt, silk tithe, indirect taxes as well as
various other agricultural products via several publicly-held companies.While the OPDA did in
fact both enable the modernization of the Ottoman agriculture and helped reduce the empire’s
debt, it also placed the focus on these products, rather than the industrialization of the country.
It also largely limited the state’s ability to interfere with these sectors. The relatively unfair trade
due to the Capitulations treaty negotiated with several European powers, which included
limitation on tariffs, as well as a growing worldwide competition on basic commodities due to
the intensification of trade, all weighed on the Ottoman economy. The growth of nationalism,
which had already been a major issue for the Ottoman Empire, also increasingly drew
resources away from the modernization effort.To buttress his position, the Sultan installed a de
facto police state, suppressing the basic freedoms of speech, association and assembly
introduced under the constitution, and implemented a severe clamp-down on newly acquired
press freedoms. A vast army of secret agents, spies, and informers was constructed around
him while Hamid himself turned his back on centuries of tradition and moved out of the palace
on Seraglio Point and took refuge instead behind the twenty-foot walls of Yildiz Palace, some
distance northeast of Constantinople.This was the political reality in the Ottoman capital as
Mustafa Kemal entered the campus of the Imperial Military Academy in the spring of 1899.
Dissatisfaction was particularly manifest among the young cadets and junior officers of the
armed forces, and as the 19th century drew to a close, a revolutionary mood was beginning to
take root.The Young TurksBy the beginning of the 20th century it was clear that Ottomanization
was failing. Everywhere the empire was combatting nationalist movements. Abdul Hamid
violently repressed the Armenian nationalist movement, killing as many as 300,000 Armenians.
[5] The Kurds also pressed for independence. In the Muslim-dominated provinces, Syria-
Palestine, Mesopotamia and the Arabian Peninsula, there was agitation too, though it was
more for greater autonomy than formal independence.The constitutionalists were driven
underground and forced to assemble in foreign lands, and a congress of reformers meeting in
Paris in 1902 split along two lines. The Ottomanists, led by Prince Sahahaddin (1877–1948), a



grandson of Abdulmejid, continued to advocate for an equal federation of all nationalities and
religions under the sultanate, albeit limited by a constitution. Many powers of the government
would be delegated to the provinces. Only then, they believed, would the separatist movements
be arrested. Ahmet Risa (1858–1930) and his faction insisted that a strong, unitary state was
necessary to stave off collapse, and while equality was important, the Turks were the natural
ethnic group to lead the reformed state. This was a radical suggestion, for the so-called
“Turkish” Empire had never been based in the Turkish identity.A picture of the gathering in Paris
in 1902The adherents of Ahmet Risa’s nationalist movement became known as the Young
Turks, Jön Türkler, and with other progressive intelligentsia they organised themselves under
the Committee of Union and Progress (��GF–†�@ ve Terakki Cemiyeti). They drew their inspiration
from the example of Japan, which during the latter half of the 19th century had reformed itself
on Western principles while pursuing independence. In 1905, its progress was put to the test
successfully when it defeated a Great Power, Russia, in the Russo-Japanese War.
Subsequently, Japan took its place in the concert of nations with its national pride intact.
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JJares, “The Giant of Turkish History. The Ottoman Empire was encumbered by foreign
financial influence, German military 'assistance,' and being pulled into a world war that would
strain their resources (leading to starvation and severe suffering for the locals). When the war
did not go their way, the Turks blamed the Armenians and started a war on their own people
(as well as the enemy). As Ataturk rose through the military, he paid close attention to what
was going on around him. He was aware that the Ottoman Empire was "drenched with the
Oriental predilection for secrecy, corruption, and intrigue." He wanted to establish a Turkish
Revolution on the line of the French Revolution. He decided on a clear separation of church
and state, which was a revolutionary idea for the time and country. The fighting between the
Ottoman Empire and the Allies ceased on the last day of October 1918 but it did not bring
stability or peace to Turkey. Ataturk, using his military experience and diplomatic work, wrested
control of the country during the Turkish Revolution. By the Treaty of Lausanne (July 24,
1923), Ataturk had control of things and refused to accept partitioning or being ruled by
another country. He got the other countries to accept the Republic of Turkey as an
independent country, and its capital at Ankara.I was surprised that this book emphasized the
wars and minimalized Ataturk's immense power of conviction and persuasion that he used to
revolutionize his country. It did not mention that he had an alphabet created so that it looked
like Western letters and words, made polygamy illegal (in contrast to Islam which allows 4
wives), he westernized the clothing, including banning the fez, improved education, and so
many more things.Four years ago, my husband and I went to Turkey and were impressed that
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the people of the country continue to revere this man. Everywhere one looks about in this
country, Ataturk's influence is apparent. He may be one of the most underrated leaders of the
20th century.”

DD Gott - Donadees Corner, “History at it's finest.. History at it's finest.I love history and
Charles River Editors make it so easy to keep you informed! As I have aged I find that I have
forgotten many things and this is a quick way to refresh my knowledge. The world is so big and
so much has happened in it, no education no matter how good could cover all of it! Thank you,
guys! Quick and easy learning for every age. History at it's finest.”

Gerald, “Short on detail. As implied in the title this book ends with the fall of the Empire for
more on Mustafa's career as president look elsewhere.”

The book by Charles River Editors has a rating of 5 out of 4.1. 10 people have provided
feedback.
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